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JAPAN Snow Monkey Adventure 
February 10 – 20, 2027 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed Itinerary: 
 
Tuesday, February 09   Depart from USA to Tokyo Haneda Airport HND 
 
Day 1  Wednesday, February 10 TOKYO 

Arrive Tokyo met by the Amazing Yoshi.  We’ll take the famous Tokyo Metro into town, 
Check in and have a relaxing afternoon with dinner at Yoshi’s favorite Izakaya. 

 Lodging:  Shinagawa Prince Hotel 
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Day 2  Thursday, February 11 TOKYO 
Enjoy a fun and photographic tour of Tokyo:  Meiji Shrine, Harijuku and Shibuya Sky.  
Make amazing pictures on the streets and subway.  Lunch at a popular Ramen stand. 

 Lodging:  Shinagawa Prince Hotel 

   
Day 3  Friday, February 12  TOKYO - TAKAYAMA 

Board the Shinkansen  bullet train to Takayama.  Enjoy the quaint photograph streets 
and meet the local people.  Takayama is a throwback to quieter Japan. 

 Lodging:  Associa Takayama Resort 

 
Day 4  Saturday, February 13 TAKAYAMA 

Takayama is a hidden gem of Japan.  Photographing the streets, people and vistas 
including Ginya, Kusakabe and Yatai Hall will be superb. 

 Lodging:  Associa Takayama Resort 
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Day 5  Sunday, February 14  TAKAYAMA  - SHIRAKAWAGO - KANAZAWA 
 Motorcoach through the stunning Japanese countryside.  Stopping for scenic photos 

along the way.  Our destination Shirakawago is called the Switzerland of Japan.  Tiny 
A-frame houses, nestled in snow make ideal photos.  Visiting Hidano Sato and Wada 
Residence will cement out alpine visit.  Bus continues to Kanazawa. 

 Lodging:  Nikko Kanazawa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Day 6  Monday, February 15 KANAZAWA 
 Kanazawa is a beautiful, off the beaten path location featuring friendly people and 

unique architecture.  Motorcoach city tour of beautiful Kanazawa.  Stops include 
Higashi Chaya Machi, Kenrokuen Park, and Kanazawa Castle.   

 Lodging:  Nikko Kanazawa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 7  Tuesday, February 16 KANAZAWA 
 Kanazawa is home to traditional Japanese crafts and lifestyle.  Today we will share 

their respect and passion for the old ways.  We are invited to visit and photograph a 
traditional Tea Ceremony and tour the Pottery Gallery.  The day wraps up with a 
traditional Geisha Dinner;  always, a fun and rewarding evening. 

 Lodging:  Nikko Kanazawa 
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Day 8  Wednesday, February 17 KANAZAWA - NAGANO - YUDANAKA 
 Loving a ride on the  Bullet Train to Nagano and bus into the mountains today.  
 Photograph the mountain hamlet of Yudanaka, walk the narrow streets, tour Zenkoji 

Temple and Obuse Woodblock Museum.  After our traditional dinner meet and 
photograph Mr Miyasaka, the Master Archer and his students!  A thrill for sure. 

 Lodging:  Uotoshi Ryokan 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 9  Wednesday, February 18 SNOW MONKEYS 
A short drive brings up to the Snow Money Park and our lodge.  Walk up the snowy hill 
to the 700 year old hotel is pure heaven.  See and photograph the Snow Monkeys in 
the hot springs bath.  Our lodge is resting on the mountainside with bubbling hot 
springs it is a true historic Japanese gem!  Enjoy indoor or outdoor Onsen (Japanese 
Bath) while watching the Snow Monkeys play.  A true once in a lifetime experience. 

 Lodging:  Korakukan Ryokan 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 10  Thursday, February 19 SNOW MONKEYS 
A full day at Snow Monkey Park and the Ryokan. 
Lodging:  Korakukan Ryokan 
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Day 11  Friday, February 20  YUDANAKA – NAGANO- TOKYO 
Say farewell to Japan.  Bus to Nagano, bullet train to Tokyo, subway to Haneda HND. 
We’ll arrive at HND to catch our afternoon flights to the USA. 

 
Friday, February 20   Return to USA from Tokyo Haneda Airport HND 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our JAPAN Snow Monkey Adventure will be an amazing exploration 
of photography, culture, and nature.  Traveling in Japan is always 
amazing.  Adding winter’s quiet beauty and the wonderful snow 
monkeys will be fantastic.  Our Tour is designed to maximize our 
opportunities to capture life and beauty in our lens while having 
fun and learning to be technically astute and artistically effective. 
 

Your Adventure Team: 
 

Yoshi Okhuma 
Yoshi is an amazing guide and friend.  His knowledge of Japanese 
culture, history and the land are unparalleled. He always finds us 
the perfect picture spot with the perfect subjects.  Everywhere we 
go locals know Yoshi and we will let him work his magic. 
 

Mark Comon 
Mark is the founder of Creative Photo Academy.  He has lead 
Photo Adventures around the globe with CPA students.  Comon 
has inspired hundreds of photographers to produce award-
winning photographs.  His artistic photography style and 
encouraging teaching style always builds an Adventure that is fun, 
memorable and produces the pictures your desire. 
 

Maurice Oketch 
Maurice is the founder of Simba Marara Expedition.  Maurice and 
Mark have partnered nearly 20 years building unforgettable photo 
experiences.   He will help with all the logistics of our Adventure 
and support you and us at every step of the way.  No, he is not 
traveling with us, but will provide state-side backup at every step 
of the way. 
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PRICING:  
• $7,999 per person double occupancy 
• $ 2,000 single supplement 
• $ 3,000 non-refundable deposit to book  
• Travel Insurance Recommended 
 

RESERVATION and PAYMENT 
Maurice Oketch 
S.M Expedition 
Tel: 661.678.3869 
maurice@smexpedition.com 
 

PACKAGE INCLUSIONS 
• Ground transportation 
• Suica Card 
• Accommodation 
• Most meals 
• Most entrance fees   
• Local Guides and Drivers 
• CPA Photo Instruction 
 

PACKAGE EXCLUSIONS  
• International flights   
• Visas  
• Airport taxes  
• Personal Expenses: Laundry & Alcohol 
• Tips for hotel staff and guides  
• Insurance  
 

RECOMMENDED FLIGHTS:  
• 02/09 DL 07 LAX to HND 10:10am - 3:05pm 
• 02/20 DL 08 HND to LAX 5:35pm – 10:35am 
 

WEATHER & CONDITIONS:  
• Daytime Hi’s 30’s to 50’s 
• Evening Lo’s 20’s to 30’s 
• Chance of precipitation 20%  

   Be prepared for rain and snow 
• Sunrise 6:30am 
• Sunset 5:30pm 
• New Moon February 20th 
 
 
  

mailto:maurice@smexpedition.com
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GENERAL NOTES: 
• While every effort will be made to maintain the rates, there is little we can do in the event 

of a change in Government taxes or levies.  
• A S.M Expedition representative will be assigned to manage the entire program.   
• S.M Expedition reserves the right to change the program and schedule according to 

prevailing weather conditions.  
• This itinerary is subject to change due to unforeseeable changes in fuel and other levies.  
• Suggested accommodation may be changed to similar depending on availability at the 

time of booking.  
 
WHY S.M. EXPEDITION  
• We are registered as a Seller of Travel with California Seller of Travel Program (Registration 

# 2149140-40) 
• Travel Consumer Restitution Fund participant 
• IATA/IATAN Accredited Travel Agent (#05-554835) 
• Peace of mind. We are U.S registered company based in Los Angeles. 
• We are available to assist and make your travel comfortable and hassle free. 

 

  
  


