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THE DELTA AWAITS

There is a moment, somewhere over the Mababe Depression, when the grid of
Johannesburg and the static of ordinary life finally fall away, and the green-
gold maze of the Okavango unspools beneath the wing like something poured
rather than built.

Botswana's Okavango Delta is one of the last places on earth where a river simply gives up and
disappears into the desert, fanning into a thousand channels, lagoons, and floodplains rather than ever
reaching the sea. UNESCO has designated it a World Heritage Site. The BBC built an entire natural-
history franchise, Big Cats, around its lions, cheetahs and leopards and continues to film in and around
our locations. We call the Okavango the finest wildlife theater left on the planet, and for twelve days in
May 2027, it will be ours to explore with our lenses.

This is a photography safari built for travelers who want to come home with real images, the kind that
stop friends mid-scroll, rather than ordinary vacation snapshots. You'll travel by our purpose-built Land
Cruiser, by mokoro (the traditional dugout canoe, poled silently through the reeds by a local tracker), by
flat-bottomed boat, and by light aircraft, chasing the light across four distinct ecosystems: the Moremi
Game Reserve, the lagoons of Xugana, the cat-rich plains of Savuti, and finally the thundering spectacle
of Victoria Falls.

Lions, leopards, and (if fortune smiles) the elusive painted wolf. Elephant
herds a hundred strong. An evening sky that is simply too full of stars to
process.

Every step of the way, Creative Photo Academy founder Mark Comon and Capricorn Safaris director
Shane Hedges will be by your side, spotting game and teaching you to see wildlife and great photos:
how to read the light, anticipate a charge, and you will come away with the photograph you didn't know

you were capable of making. Whether you arrived with decades of experience or this is your safari, this

is an Adventure designed to meet you exactly where you are and move you forward, fast.
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AT A GLANCE

Twelve days, four ecosystems, one extraordinary corner of Southern Africa. Here's the shape of the

journey:
Date Where Overnight
Fri, May 7 Depart the USA
Sat, May 8 Arrive Johannesburg, overnight stay
Sun, May 9 Maun, Botswana Grays Eden
Mon, May 10 Moremi Game Reserve Capricorn Mobile Camp
Tue, May 11 Moremi Game Reserve Capricorn Mobile Camp
Wed, May 12 Moremi Game Reserve Capricorn Mobile Camp
Thu, May 13 Xugana Lagoon (by boat) Xugana Lodge
Fri, May 14 Xugana Lagoon Xugana Lodge
Sat, May 15 Savuti (fly Mack Air) Capricorn Mobile Camp
Sun, May 16 Savuti Capricorn Mobile Camp
Mon, May 17 Savuti Capricorn Mobile Camp
Tue, May 18 Victoria Falls (fly Mack Air) Victoria Falls Hotel
Wed, May 19 Victoria Falls Victoria Falls Hotel
Thu, May 20 E;z:\:nks:srt:‘c; \llJig:aIIs Airport for the flight to JNB and
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MAUN, GATEWAY TO THE DELTA

DAY1 Sunday, May 9: ARRIVAL IN MAUN

Overnight at Grays Eden

Flying Airlink from Johannesburg, you'll touch down in Maun by early afternoon and be met by your Capricorn
Safaris team, the first of many friendly Botswanans you’ll meet over the next fortnight. From here it's a short
transfer to Grays Eden, a boutique retreat overlooking the Thamalakane River on the edge of town. Consider this
your soft landing: unpack, breathe, and let the long transatlantic haul settle out of your bones before the safari
proper begins. Grays Eden was built as Maun's first true luxury boutique property, its five villas and seven cottages
wrapped around river views that hint, gently, at the wilderness still to come.

MOREMI GAME RESERVE

Moremi is where the Delta shows off. Its network of lagoons and floodplains holds water almost year-
round, which means the wildlife doesn't have to go looking for a drink; it comes to you. Vehicle access
here is excellent, reaching pools and channels that stay out of reach in wetter, wilder corners of the
Delta. On past trips through this reserve, guides have logged sightings of all three of Africa's great cats in

a single visit, alongside dense concentrations of elephant, giraffe, and antelope of every description.

DAY2 Monday, May 10: INTO THE OKAVANGO
(8,L,D)

This morning you'll leave Grays Eden behind and drive into the heart of the Delta. Your Capricorn Luxury Mobile
Camp (set up by an advance by the awesome crew, drinks cold, canvas taut, lanterns ready the moment you arrive)
will be your base for the next three nights. Expect your first big-mammal spectacle almost immediately: Moremi's
herds of elephant move through camp margins and waterholes with a casualness that never quite stops being
astonishing.
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DAY 3 Tuesday, May 11: FULL DAY IN MOREMI

(B, L, D)

A full day at the pace the Delta itself sets: an early departure while the light is low and gold, a mid-morning pause
for tea in the bush, and a return to camp for a leisurely lunch before heading back out as the afternoon cools.
Moremi's famous watering holes are the day's centerpiece, the kind of place where you park, kill the engine, and
simply wait for the parade of species to arrive.

DAY 4 Wednesday, May 12: MOREMI, DEEPER IN

(B, L, D)

One more full day to work this extraordinary reserve: more watering holes, more painted-wolf scouting, and more
one-on-one time with your instructors reviewing the previous days' images over the midday break. It's often this
second and third day, once you've settled into the rhythm of the bush, that the truly memorable frames start to
arrive.

XUGANA LAGOON

From Moremi you'll trade double tracks to river threads. Our boat transfer is a riverine over-water
photographic journey into Xugana Lagoon, one of the loveliest stretches of open water in the entire
Delta, where Xugana Island Lodge sits directly on the lagoon's edge. This is Delta photography of an
entirely different character: herons stalking the shallows, fish eagles calling from the treeline, hippo
pods surfacing in unison, and the particular, glassy light that only comes off open water at dawn and
dusk.
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DAY5 Thursday, May 13: BOAT TO XUGANA

Overnight at Xugana Lodge

A scenic boat journey through winding papyrus channels delivers you to Xugana Island Lodge. Along the way, keep your camera
in hand: crocodile, hippo, and an extraordinary density of birdlife make even the transfer itself a photo adventure.

DAY 6 Friday, May 14: LIFE ON THE LAGOON

Overnight at Xugana Lodge

A full day based at Xugana, exploring the lagoon and its surrounding channels by boat in search of elephant, hippo, and the
Delta's astonishing variety of water and forest birds. A diving Kingfisher, a strutting Jakana make award-winning photos. The
lodge itself, comfortable and unhurried, is built for exactly this kind of water-level immersion and is worth savoring too.

SAVUTI

A short charter flight in Mack Air’s Cessna Carvan switfly carries you from the Delta's wet heart to Savuti,
part of Chobe National Park and Botswana's most dependable stage for the great cats. Tall-grass season
works in your favor here: it conceals the abundant plains game just enough to draw in the predators,
and it isn't unusual for a single Savuti visit to turn up lion, leopard, and cheetah all within the same 48

hours. Your Capricorn Luxury Mobile Camp will already be standing when you land.

DAY 7 Saturday, May 15: FLY TO SAVUTI

(B, L, D)
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A short flight over the Mababe Depression brings you into Savuti, where your driver-guides meet the plane and roll straight into
an afternoon game drive on the way to camp. This is prime big-cat country, and it's not unheard of to be photographing a pride
before you've even properly unpacked.

DAY 8 Sunday, May 16: FULL DAY IN SAVUTI
(B,L,D)
Out before sunrise, back for a long midday break, out again until last light: it's the classic safari rhythm, and nowhere does it pay

off quite like Savuti. Expect long stretches of golden-grass plains, punctuated by the sudden, electric appearance of something
spotted or maned.

DAY9 Monday, May 17: SAVUTI, SECOND CHANCES
(B,L,D)

One more full day to let Savuti's drama unfold: a second (or third) opportunity at the cat sighting you've been chasing, plus more
coaching from Mark and Shane on composition, exposure, and timing as your eye continues to sharpen.
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VICTORIA FALLS

The safari ends the way few trips anywhere on earth can: with one of the natural wonders of the world.
A short flight deposits you at Victoria Falls, where the Zambezi River drops more than 300 feet in a
curtain of spray visible for miles, a fitting, thundering exclamation point after eleven days of quieter,

more patient photography. Visiting Vic Falls is for many a 100% “bucket list” experience!

DAY 10 Tuesday, May 18: FLY TO VICTORIA FALLS

Victoria Falls is one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World. Spend the afternoon at the Falls themselves, where mist rises
hundreds of feet into the air and rainbows arc across the gorge on any sunlit afternoon. Afternoon light plays on the water in
magical ways. We will be there to capture it and enjoy the grandeur.

DAY 11 Wednesday, May 19: VICTORIA FALLS

A full day to explore the Falls at your own pace: the main gorge viewpoints at sunrise light, a stroll through the rainforest the
spray itself sustains, or simply time to process an extraordinary trip before the long journey home begins.

DAY 12 Thursday, May 20: HOMEWARD BOUND

Transfer to Victoria Falls Airport for your afternoon flight to Johannesburg, connecting onward to the United States.

THE RHYTHM OF A SAFARI DAY

Across Moremi and Savuti, the days follow a cadence that's been refined over decades of guiding in this
part of Africa, because it's simply the schedule the animals themselves keep. You'll rise before the sun,
share a light breakfast by lantern light, move out in the vehicles in the extraordinary hour just after
dawn, when predators are often still finishing the night's business. Mid-morning brings a tea break out
in the bush: a chance to stretch, compare notes, and watch the light change. After our superb morning
Sarai you're back at camp for a proper lunch and a few hours' rest during the heat of the day, then out

again for the golden hour light, staying until the parks close around sunset.

It's an unhurried structure, but a purposeful one: the best light and the most active wildlife both belong
to the edges of the day, and this itinerary is built to put you in the field for exactly those hours, every

single day.
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WHERE YOU'LL REST YOUR HEAD

Grays Eden, Maun

Overlooking the Thamalakane River, Grays Eden was Maun's first true luxury boutique property: five

villas and seven cottages arranged for privacy and river views, a gentle first night on African soil before

the safari begins in earnest. Save time for the pool or spa!

Capricorn Luxury Mobile Camp, Moremi & Savuti

This is classic safari: our private camp, struck and rebuilt ahead of your arrival at each new location, so
that a hot shower and a three-course dinner are waiting for you at the end of our fantastic safari day.
High-roofed canvas tents with proper beds, an en-suite bathroom with sink, toilet, and shower, and
solar-powered lighting after dark. A dedicated tent steward looks after your laundry, while a full-time
camp chef turns out three-course dinners, fresh-baked bread, and tasty desserts that seems almost
implausible this far from civilization. Wine, beer, and soft drinks are included and flow freely around the
evening fire. Charging power is available for cameras, laptops, and phones. Batteries may even be
charged in the vehicle during game drives.
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Xugana Lodge

Set directly on Xugana Lagoon in style! Xugana Lodge exudes luxury while still being close to nature,
deep in the bush. Our wonderful water camp features permanent, comfortable rooms with the lagoon
at your doorstep, ideal for the boat-based photography and glorious sunsets.

Victoria Falls Hotel
Your final two nights are spent in comfortable hotel accommodations within easy walk to Vic Falls. A
well-earned close to the trip, in luxury Victorian service, steaming hot showers, fluffy beds, and views to

match the grandeur of what you've just spent eleven days photographing.

BOTSWANA IN MAY: WHAT TO EXPECT

May sits right at the hinge between the Delta's wet and dry seasons: the tail end of the rains, and the
leading edge of Botswana's cooler winter months. It's a genuinely special window. The landscape is still
green from the rains, the sky runs a deeper blue than it will later in the dry season, and the crowds of
the peak tourist months haven't yet arrived. At times, it will feel as though you have this entire

wilderness to yourselves.

Expect daytime highs typically in the low 70s°F, with the occasional warmer afternoon pushing into the
80s. Mornings are a different story: early game drives are cooler and exciting with abundant animal

activity, nighttime and early-dawn temperatures can drop well into the 50s. The water-based mornings
around Xugana add their own chill; cool water and a breeze off the lagoon can make an early boat ride

feel colder than the thermometer suggests.
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Layers are the key. A hat, fleece and wind-breaker for the pre-dawn drives,
easily shed as the daily temps climbs toward its afternoon high: that's the

rule of thumb on Safari.

Rain isn't entirely off the table this early in the dry season, but it's the exception rather than the rule,

and any showers tend to be brief. Pack simply but be prepared, and you'll be ready for our amazing

Botswana Safari.

YOUR ADVENTURE TEAM

Mark Comon, Founder, Creative Photo Academy

Mark has led photography adventures around the globe, from Africa to destinations
far beyond, and has helped hundreds of photographers, from total beginners to
serious enthusiasts, come home with award-worthy images. His teaching style is
patient and encouraging first, technical second: the goal is always a memorable, fun

experience that also happens to produce the photograph you came for.

Shane Hedges, Director, Capricorn Safaris

Shane is Botswana-born and bush-raised, a second-generation safari guide whose
family's roots in this business run deep: his father Adam founded the operation in the
1980s, and Adam's own father was among the very first tented-camp safari operators
anywhere in East Africa. That's three generations of accumulated knowledge riding in
the vehicle with you. Shane can find and read animal behavior with a fluency that
takes most guides a lifetime to learn. His gregarious humor shines with a good

Setswana story around the campfire!

Maurice Oketch, Founder, S.M. Expedition

Maurice and Mark have partnered on unforgettable photo expeditions for nearly two
decades. Maurice manages every logistical thread behind the scenes, including
reservations, documentation, and the hundred small details that make a trip like this
run smoothly, and he provides stateside backup throughout, even though he won't be

traveling with the group in person.
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THE PRACTICAL TRAVELER

Connectivity

Once you leave Maun, the modern world recedes, and that's by design. Reliable
Wi-Fi and cell service are simply not part of the deep bush experience, and that's
very much the point: fewer notifications, more time with Nature. Coverage is
patchy to nonexistent through Moremi and Savuti, with more consistent
connections available at Xugana Lodge and in Victoria Falls. For genuine
emergencies, camps maintain a radio relay through local offices in Maun, so you're

never truly unreachable, just pleasantly hard to reach.

Power & Electronics

Camps run on 12V-to-220V inverters with a mix of South African and European-
style outlets, so pack the appropriate adapters. Charging capacity for cameras,
phones, and laptops is generally reliable at each stop, but it's wise to travel with
more batteries than you think you'll need and top them off whenever power is

available rather than waiting until you're running low.

Laundry

Camp staff will happily launder clothing at each stop, with the one traditional
exception of undergarments, which remain your own department for cultural

reasons. Pack accordingly.

Luggage & Internal Flights

We pack light and nimble for safari! A soft-sided duffel for clothes and a photo
pack or roller is the way to go! Packing light makes transfer easy. Following air carriers carry-on
restrictions means keeping out camera kit in a carry-on that fits comfortably in an overhead bin on your

international legs.

Gratuities

Tipping for your driver-guides and camp crew is customary. We will be catered to at every step. Our
tips show our appreciation. Many travelers feel a tip of $10 per day (2 or 3 guides x US$120-150) per
driver-guide, per person, and a further US$120-150 to be shared among the camp crew and chef. Bills in
USS50 and USS20 denominations are the most useful in-country; large-denomination US$100 bills can

be difficult for local banks to process.
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THE INVESTMENT

$17,999 per person, double occupancy. A single supplement of $3,985 is available for travelers who

prefer their own tent or room throughout. A non-refundable deposit of $6,000 secures your place.

What's Included
e Ground transportation throughout Botswana
e All accommodations as described
e Park and reserve entrance fees
e Local guides and drivers

e Creative Photo Academy photo instruction

What's Not Included
e International flights
e Visas and airport taxes
e Personal expenses
e Gratuities for hotel staff, guides, and drivers
e Meals outside of camp
¢ Travel and medical repatriation insurance

Travel insurance and medical repatriation coverage are strongly recommended given

the remote nature of this itinerary.

GETTING THERE

A recommended flight routing, connecting Los Angeles to Maun via Atlanta and Johannesburg, with an

overnight in Johannesburg to buffer against transatlantic delays:

e Fri, May 7: LAX to Atlanta, Delta DL-446 (12:30-19:40)

e Fri, May 7: Atlanta to Johannesburg, Delta DL-200 (10:35pm-7:40pm+1)
e Overnight at a Johannesburg airport hotel

e Sun, May 9: Johannesburg to Maun, Airlink 42-302 (10:55-12:35)

e Thu, May 20: Victoria Falls to Johannesburg, Airlink 4Z-495 (14:00-15:45)
e Thu, May 20: Johannesburg to Atlanta, Delta DL-201 (21:55-8:45+1)

e Fri, May 21: Atlanta to Los Angeles, Delta DL-673 (11:30-13:19)

Your S.M. Expedition representative can help tailor this routing from your home city and will manage

the full booking process alongside your safari reservation.
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RESERVE YOUR PLACE

This trip is booked first-come, first-served, and space in a group this size is limited by design. To reserve

your spot, contact:

Maurice Oketch, S.M. Expedition
Tel: 661.678.3869 - maurice@smexpedition.com

S.M. Expedition is registered as a Seller of Travel with the California Seller of Travel Program
(Registration #2149140-40) and participates in the Travel Consumer Restitution Fund, and is an
IATA/IATAN Accredited Travel Agent (#05-554835). A dedicated representative will manage your

program from booking through return.

Rates, routing, and program details are subject to change due to fuel costs, government levies,
availability, and prevailing weather conditions in the region; every effort will be made to preserve the

itinerary and pricing described here.
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